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Takeover In tended counter growing Communist -strength and fore- 
stall political violence. 


Army ultimatum given Ifu 23 September. lu agreed resign when 
parliament meets 28 October. Re Win to take over then as prise 
minister for six months and then elections will be held. 

B. Army action apparently set off by planning by Rome and 
Defense ministers to curb army power. 

II. Political confusion had been growing. Began last spring with 


personal feud among top leaders of coalition which had ruled 

since 1948. 

A. Communists — backed by arms cached in Jungle — were gaining 
political strength as result Ku's generous amnesty terms 
and noa^Cosnaunlst dissension. 

B. Ku's parliamentary majority apparently in danger. Kon-Commun rt 
politicians evidently ready to fight over differences. 

III. Ron-Communist reaction to *e Win ’s action one of general relief. 

A. Communist party members, recently surrendered, returning to* 
Jungle. Communist- influenced Rational Unity Front has denounced 
coup. 

B. However, Chico® foreign and defense ministers have sent 
"congratulations" to Re Win. 

IT, Re Win action may tend to reduce non-Communist political factionalism. 

A. Surrender tenra for Communists will be more severe, and Re Ilsi 
will not permit any "soft policy" toward Communists. 

B. Re Win not considered politically ambitious and can serve as 
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